
QUARANTIMESQUARANTIMES

HERE WE GO AGAIN!HERE WE GO AGAIN!

Another tumultuous week has passed us by: Nicola Sturgeon’s announcement took

place on the 2nd; Jeff Bezos declared he was stepping down from Amazon, and snow

blanketed the beautiful Scottish landscapes! We’ve been given hope, with Nursery to P3

being allowed to return to the classroom; and I for one love looking out the window to

see snow covering everything, as far as I can see. 

From today, Spring Half Term begins, and I appreciate that we all won’t be on our usual

skiing holidays in France; but that doesn’t mean there’s nothing to do... Take a break

from staring at your screens, spend time with your family, facetime your friends, go

outside for some fresh air, and dedicate some time to doing something you enjoy :) If

you need a laugh. go read Mr Brett’s cheesy joke, and if you require some motivation,

read Mr Clarke’s article down below. If overcome by boredom, maybe trying out Prithvi’s

macaron recipe could bring a smile to your face? Whatever it may be, take some time to

relax, enjoy, and remember to continue to look after yourself! 

 

HSD‘s (lockdown) newsletter  by pupils; for pupils

Deputy Editor, Sahar Jafferbhoy

Za ra  Tay lo r

Humans have recorded their history as far back as Ancient Egypt, with

hieroglyphs dating at an estimated age of 3400 BCE. We often reflect

on the past, hoping to gain some insight on how to tackle modern

problems. In more recent history, with the mass civil rights movements

occurring throughout the mid 20th century, and into the 21stcentury, it

is prudent that we are aware of LGBTQ+ history. February is celebrated

as LQBTQ+ history month in the UK, and is a valuable opportunity to

learn about the issues faced by that community. Although we should

celebrate the progress society has made - for example, same-sex

marriage being legalised in Scotland in 2014 - we should not ignore the

frightening statistics surrounding the safety of the LGBTQ+ community.

According to a study conducted by Stonewall, an organisation

spreading awareness surrounding the LGBTQ+ community; almost one

in two transgender people had experienced a hate crime or incident

solely because of their gender 

Love is Love 



qnlabs

It’s quite easy for anyone to trot out inspirational quotes. Simply go to google and
search for the term “Inspirational Quotes” and you are rewarded with 2.9x10^9 (for
my F3 maths class) results, or in English, a very lot (you are welcome Mrs Tevendale).
The question for me this week is “why” and I’m sure many of you are asking the same
questions – “what is Mr Clarke on about?”, “why is that meant to be inspirational?” and
“what does that mean to me?” 
So here’s a viewpoint (mine) for you to think about, and a couple of quotes (not mine)
to consider.
Thinking is one of the many things that make us human. Thoughts allow us to process
our own ideas, to reflect on our own decisions and to imagine whatever we ourselves
wish.
Among many other quotes, Socrates; a renowned thinker of Ancient Greece said “The
mind is everything; what you think, you become.” There are many scholarly articles
about the power of the human mind, imagination and success. I like to think of this
quote on a very small level, to allow for small steps and to “become”. I become
successful when I manage to reply to an email that’s been waiting for my attention,
when I succeed in marking work and when I remember to switch on the dishwasher. I
become calm when I switch off and do something, anything that I enjoy, just because I
enjoy it and I become hopeful at the start of every thought. I’m hopeful that today will
go well. I’m hopeful that lockdown will end and I’m hopeful that we will all end up in a
better place. You may choose to think big or small and then reflect on what you may
become, or you may not. That’s OK. 
And from Oprah Winfrey – “Think like a queen. A queen is not afraid to fail. Failure is
another steppingstone to greatness” 
I’m not sure about the greatness bit but I like the rest. Fear of failing has stopped
many of us from trying something at some point in our lives. Don’t be like that. Try it,
what is the worst that can happen. If you fail and someone laughs, then you have
successfully made someone laugh. Well done, you! If you fail and you learn from that
failure, then you have successfully learned something. Go you!

BOOK REC:BOOK REC:BOOK REC:       

PRIDE ANDPRIDE ANDPRIDE AND

PREJUDICEPREJUDICEPREJUDICE       
Lau ra  Conno l l y   

identity in the last 12 months. This needs more attention, as these issue

won’t just simply go away. February, being LGBTQ history month, is a perfect

time to educate yourself and read about the struggles these marginalised

groups have faced; not only in the past, but the present as well. As allies,

respectfulness and mindfulness is key, and we should always be striving to

create a more open and welcoming world.

For anyone who loves
the classics or wants to

start, ‘Pride and
Prejudice’ is a great

one! It’s a classic that
will instantly make you

fall in love with the time
era. This book gives

slow burn romance a
whole new meaning, as

the protagonist and
romantic interest have
very few interactions,

and almost a year
between meetings. We
have Lizzie Bennet, the

second eldest of the
Bennet family (a huge

family…) and Fitzwilliam
Darcy and Charles

Bingley, who are some
of the richest men in
England, and exactly

what the girls need to
secure their future. This

book does not only
have romance, but
constant twists and

turns, teaching you the
importance of not

making rash
judgements; and to
always be yourself,

ignoring pressures from
society.

Lockdown Inspiration from the Home Desk ofLockdown Inspiration from the Home Desk ofLockdown Inspiration from the Home Desk of

Mr Clarke:Mr Clarke:Mr Clarke:



By now, everyone in the developed world has heard of the

Tesla CEO, Elon Musk; the worlds richest man.

Known for being the head of the globe’s leading luxury all-

electric cars giant, the billionaire chief executive, Elon Musk

is also the leader of the Neuralink Corporation. The

corporation claims to be pushing the boundaries of neural

engineering, with their new, upcoming technologies; by

designing the first numeral implant that will let you control

a computer or mobile device anywhere you go. This ‘Link’

consists of micron-scale threads being inserted into areas of

the brain that control movement. Each thread contains

many electrodes and connects them to an implant. This is

the Link. The device even comes with a compact

inductive charger, which wirelessly connects to the implant,

to charge the battery from the outside. These

threads on the link are so small and fragile they must be

inserted via a robotic system, which neurosurgeons

can use to reliably and efficiently insert the tech exactly

where it is needed. This hardware is known as a fully

integrated brain machine interface (BMI) system. These are

technologies that enable a computer, or other digital device

to communicate directly with the brain. In terms of those

suffering from paralysis, this means they will be able to

control a computer mouse or keyboard, and relearn

how to interact with the world around them. Although this

ground-breaking technology could help make life

more bearable for those who have been forced to lose

communication with others, the testing behind the

production process is far less ethical. On Sunday 31st January,

Elon Musk admitted that Neuralink has a “monkey with a

wireless implant in their skull with tiny wires”. As many of

you can imagine, animal activists around the

world were enraged by these mind games tested on

innocent creatures. This was not helped by the

billionaires later making a statement on their attempt to get

the apes to play video games with one

another, via their brainwaves. However, as I said, this is only

in the testing stages, and so these monkeys are

left with dangerous devices in their brains. The billionaire

also went on to suggest that this tech could mean

that once our physical bodies die, we may be able to

download our brains and be replaced into another

human body. 

MUSK’S MIND GAMESMUSK’S MIND GAMESMUSK’S MIND GAMES
Phoebe Jennings 

Weekly Laugh withWeekly Laugh with

Mr Brett :Mr Brett :

Two flies are playing football
in a saucer.
One says to the other, ‘Make
an effort, we’re playing in the
cup tomorrow.’



Meerkats can be found in the
Western parts of Southern
Africa, and tend to live in
open areas, with short

grasses and scrub. Meerkats
live in groups, the biggest

ever recorded being 49. They
will usually have around 5
dens in their territory, and
will move to a different den

every few days. Meerkats are
good diggers, and will dig the

den themselves; though
sometimes they will use dens

already dug by a small
mammal, or will sometimes

share dens with South
African ground squirrels.

They mainly eat invertebrates
such as spiders, beetles,

scorpions, and will
occasionally eat lizards and

small snakes. The main
predators for Meerkats are
birds of prey, such as eagles

and jackals. Meerkats will
each take turns to go on duty

to watch out for predators,
and will give a different call
depending on wether the

threat is a mammal, bird of
prey or a snake. If it is a 

snake, the group will bunch
together and rock back and
forth to try and scare it off

Well it’s time to welcome February, and in doing so
begrudgingly welcome Valentine’s Day.
Shock horror - I’m single, along with the majority of us. So, as
usual I’ve got some wee tips to help you trudge through the
day, which most of us definitely do not love. 
Firstly, surround yourself with fellow singles, so you can be
reminded that you don’t have to buy any presents or spend
time with other people. (Also a little disclaimer to the one
friend, who always wants to have someone for Valentine’s
day: please for once just accept you’re single! The rest of us
will tell you it’ll end in heartbreak - because it always does -
then you’ll do it anyway…) So what can you do to feel less
lonesome on a day that’s all about couples? Well for a start,
find a friend who’s also miserable about the 14th, and buddy
up with them. Have a FaceTime, go for a walk together, keep
each other entertained throughout the day and maybe even
get some gifts for each other.
 Secondly, if you don’t really feel like doing that, or your
friends are all coupled up, you could always focus on yourself.
Put on a face mask (not one for protecting you from corona!),
have a bubble bath, eat a box of heart shaped chocolates by
yourself. Who cares? 
Take the day for yourself, like a little spa trip or movie night. If
you don’t fancy any of these suggestions, I suggest you focus
on more important dates such as Shrove Tuesday on the
16th. Why celebrate love and affection for other humans,
when you can express your love for buttery slabs drizzled in
every single sweet thing you could ever imagine! And for
people who only celebrate the 14th: are you okay? If I’m being
honest, I find Valentine’s day quite strange. Why would you
celebrate your partner for just one day? Surely you should
treat them like royalty everyday? But then again, maybe I’m
just being salty… I guess there’s always next year. Maybe by
then I’ll have someone to buy limp roses, and overly sweet
chocolates for. Until then, I’ll be here watching the world go
mad on oxytocin!

Anna Dalglish 

Louisa Pritchard 

MEERKATSMEERKATSMEERKATS GALENTINES DAY!GALENTINES DAY!GALENTINES DAY!



The darkness engulfs us,
Dark nights, dark clouds and dark thoughts.

It swallows us whole,
Outweighing the good, the light and the joys,
 Forcing us to focus on the bad.

It frightens many,
Brings nightmares for those afraid,
And causes fear as we walk down the street alone at night.

But I’ve started to embrace the darkness,
To feel comfort in its mystery,
To be grateful of the blanket it throws over the scars of the day
gone by. 

The darkness hugs you,
Pushing away the things you wish to forget,
And encourages you to close your eyes and dream of better
days to come.

The dark is a time to recuperate,
To ponder the day’s events, 
And push what you regret to the back of your subconscious.

It allows us to remember memories of happy times,
Laugh at inside jokes,
And remember old friends.

It’s an opportunity to be alone and at peace,
Where you can be yourself; albeit hidden in the shadows, 
Where nobody can see,
And nobody can judge. 

The dark leads you to light again,
Because the sun will always rise,
If only you are patient enough.

The darkness will always sandwich both ends of the day,
To remind you that without a little darkness,
You’ll never experience the light.

Without the bad, 
You would never have any good.

Deputy Editor, Sahar Jafferbhoy 



In the middle of California’s Mojave Desert
lies the foundations of what was intended
to be the State’s next big city. In 1958,
Nathan Mendelssohn had bought 82,000
acres of land, 75 miles from L.A. He hoped
that it would become a metropolis, filled
with bustling life; but he was very wrong.
Hardly anybody lives there now, with the
town population being around 13,800
people. Mendelssohn lay out a vast network
of roads covering his land and in between
these roads, there are lots divided up,
waiting to be built on. The roads are all
legal and have names. A sat nav can guide
you through them, but you won’t get
anywhere. They have speed limits and
traffic laws in place, still there are no cars
driving along them. The plan was that
Mendelssohn would sell the lots individually
to independent buyers and businesses, for
a profit. This plan had worked countless
times for other developers, but they had
always done it on a much smaller scale,
selling suburbs and smaller cities. However,
California City was much bigger than this. It
is currently the third biggest city in
California, by area. The city did sell many
lots to people from all around the world,
who bought the land as an investment,
however few people actually moved there.
Some 15 years later, only around 7,000
people lived there, and many people who
had bought land stoped paying tax, so the
land was repossessed by the state of
California. A small part of the city is
functioning today, with jobs, restaurants, a
police station, and the Mojave space port in
the next town over, alongside an Air Force
base a few miles away. There is hope that
the city may expand further over the next
hundred or so years. Nathan
Mendelssohn’s idea was a very good one,
he just severely overestimated the amount
of land that he should have bought!

Jeff Bezos, billionaire founder and CEO of Amazon
announced this week that he would be stepping down
from his prime position at Amazon, later this year, to
focus on other initiatives, including the Bezos Earth
Fund, Blue Origin and The Washington Post. By no

means would this mean that he would be leaving the
company - quite the contrary, as he relayed his
excitement to be transitioning to the position of

Executive Chair of the company board, and introduced
Andy Jassy as his successor. Jassy joined the company
in 1997 - only three years after its establishment - and

actually founded Amazon Web Services, the hugely-
successful cloud computing division under the

Amazon umbrella of businesses, which include Whole
Foods, Ring, and the Amazon subordinates themselves

of Alexa and Prime, to name a few. Andy Jassy has
been a key player in Amazon Web Services’ success,

and it is hopeful that he will continue Bezos’ incredible
reign as CEO of the Amazon trademark, amidst rising
competition against other tech giants Alphabet and
Microsoft.Bezos used a brilliantly striking phrase to

conclude his statement to Amazon employees:
“Remember to wander. Let curiosity be your compass.
It remains Day 1.” Bezos’ sound advice reminds us to
not be afraid of attempting things that are unfamiliar
to us, to never stop asking why, and to always better

ourselves; a thick crop of motivational quotes, perfect
to reflect on and inspire us to reach those personal

goals.

Isla Watson 

BYE TO BEZOS?BYE TO BEZOS?BYE TO BEZOS?
Editor, Malavikha Sudarshan

CALIFORNIA CITY,

CALIFORNIA



I began the school year with optimism, after getting through the first
lockdown and with being back in school. Having in-person teaching reminded
us of the small details that we take for granted; like a simple chat with friends
and teachers, or perhaps the change of scenery as we walk to our next class.
However, as it so often does, this pandemic has reminded us of its ever-
changing nature; and once again we find ourselves behind screens, learning
online. But I still find myself holding on to that optimism that I had from the
start. Although, of course it’s not ideal, we as a school have adapted to online
learning, finding ways to connect and learn effectively. As senior prefects, we
have sought to improve the online experience for pupils wherever possible. I
have very much enjoyed my school experience so far, and despite the
situation, I am committed to continue to connect and shape my school
journey, as I move through my final year.

In L1 I can remember thinking the F6’s were adults (in uniform) but now
that I am in F6 it all feels very different!Head of School is a great honour;
and a role with many duties & responsibilities. The pandemic has resulted
in our duties being very different to previous years. We would usually
present an assembly in Trinity to the different year groups, but we faced a
virtual assembly challenge this year. I have also missed the competitive First
XV rugby games, but fortunately HSD sport has continued. Looking forward
to the summer term, I am very hopeful things will improve, and the school
will end the year on a high.

Laurence Petty, Head of School

Callum Todd, Head of School 

Heads of SchoolHeads of SchoolHeads of School



My name is Angus Neville, and I’m the Deputy Head of School. My school
experience has been great, ever since I joined the school in L5. I’ve been heavily
involved in cadets, pipe band and rugby for almost all my time here at the
school, and I’ve always loved taking part in these activities. Adapting to online
learning was tough at first, but I’ve found that if I get myself into a daily routine,
it makes it easier to focus on the work. I’ve enjoyed being part of the Senior
Prefect Team this year, as I can add mine and others opinions into school
discussions, which I believe is very important.

I joined our school in L1. I have made many great memories since then,
including hockey matches every Saturday morning. This is one thing I have
missed the most during lockdown! Another highlight of my school experience, is
working as part of the Senior Prefect Team. We have weekly meetings with Mrs
Watson and Mrs Hudson, which have been especially focused on pupil
wellbeing and the challenges caused by Covid. Online learning has been a
challenge for me, as like most people. I miss the classroom environment and I
am really looking forward to being in school again, to see all my friends and
teachers, play hockey and enjoy my last term as a pupil at our school.

Angus Neville, Deputy Head 

Christina Kennedy, Deputy Head

MacaronsMacaronsMacarons
Prithvi Sudarshan

Transport yourself to glorious France with this humble macaron
recipe! These macarons aren’t simple to make, but all the effort
is most definitely worth it as the taste more than makes up for
it :)

Ingredients
MACARON SHELLS
• 210g icing sugar
• 95g finely ground almonds 
• 1tsp of salt (divided)
• 3 egg whites, at room temperature
• 50g granulated sugar
• ½ teaspoon vanilla extract
• 2 drops pink gel food colouring

VANILLA BUTTERCREAM
• 230g unsalted butter
• 360g icing sugar 
• 1tsp vanilla extract
• 1 or 2 tbsp milk



Method
1. In a food processor, combine the icing sugar, ground almonds,
and ½ teaspoon of salt, and process on low speed, until extra fine.
Sift the icing sugar/ground almond mixture through a fine-mesh
sieve into a large bowl.
2. In a separate large bowl, beat the egg whites and the remaining
½ teaspoon of salt with an electric hand mixer until soft peaks
form. Gradually add the granulated sugar until fully incorporated.
Continue to beat until stiff peaks form (you should be able to turn
the bowl upside down without anything falling out).
3. Add the vanilla and beat until incorporated. Add the food
colouring and beat until just combined.
4. Add about ⅓ of the sifted ground almond mixture at a time to the
beaten egg whites and use a spatula to gently fold until combined.
After the last addition of the ground almond mixture, continue to
fold slowly until the batter falls into ribbons and you can make a
figure 8 with the batter.
5. Transfer the macaron batter into a piping bag fitted with a round
tip.
6. Place baking paper on a baking tray and pipe the macarons on
in 3cm circles, spacing them at least 2cm apart.
7. Tap the baking sheet on a flat surface 5 times to release any air
bubbles.
8. Let the macarons sit at room temperature for 30 minutes to 1
hour, until dry to the touch. Preheat the oven to 150˚C.
9. Bake the macarons for 17 minutes, until the feet are well-risen
and the macarons don’t stick to the parchment paper.
10. Transfer the macarons to a wire rack to cool completely before
filling. 
11. Make the buttercream: In a large bowl, add the butter and beat
until light and fluffy. Sift in the icing sugar and beat until fully
incorporated. Add the vanilla and milk, one tablespoon at a time,
and beat to combine, until desired consistency is reached. 
12. Transfer the buttercream to a piping bag fitted with a round or
star nozzle. Pipe buttercream onto a macaron shell, and sandwich
it with another shell.
14. Place in an airtight container for 24hrs to “bloom”, for better
flavour, (if you can wait that long!) and enjoy!

Canva  

 

 
Wishing you a peaceful
mid-term break, free of
any Teams lessons or

Firefly tasks ;) I’m sure that
many of us are gritting our

teeth at Snapchat
memories insolently
reminding us of ski

holidays in the Alps or
flight journeys to Dubai
this time last year, but
don’t let that deter you

from making the most out
of these more... local

holidays! Why not
persuade your family to

navigate their way through
preparation of a

Gleneagles-worthy
Afternoon Tea right in your

kitchen? Or perhaps
slather on some mud

masks to mimic a relaxing
spa day, as mentioned by

Louisa. In any case, do
spend time with your loved
ones, and make this mid-
term one to remember!  

EDITOR’S NOTE

T H E  Q U A R A N T I M E S  T E A M

Malavikha Sudarshan

enjoy you
r
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holiday!holiday!holiday!

   


